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In recent years, the growth 
of sustainability within the 
commercial property world is 
both clear and widespread.  
During this time, it has 
grown from an idea seen as 
“the right thing to do for 
society” to a disciplined 
approach that also has 
become “the right thing to do 
for my property.”           
While sustainability takes 
different forms and is driven 
by different goals, most 
leaders will agree on one 
thing: It is part of a 
continuum and an ongoing, 
ever growing initiative.  For 
a growing number, 
sustainability is no longer 
being looked at as a practice 
that must be underwritten. 
Instead, it’s viewed as a 
discipline that can stand on 
its own from a business care 
perspective.                  
While overall interest in third 
party green building 
certification systems is 
increasing, the number of 

executives planning to seek 
certification under 
alternatives to LEED nearly 
doubled.  The 2014 Green 
Building Market Barometer 
shows that 62% of 
respondents say their 
organizations would be 
extremely or very likely to 
seek LEED certification if 
they were undertaking a 

green building project.  This 
is marked increase from the 
previous survey in 2012, 
which showed that only 48% 
of respondents would 
pursue LEED. 
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Construction Adds 48,000 Jobs in December
The new-year is upon us 
and once again we are 
awash in projections what it 
will bring. The construction 
industry ended 2014 on a 
strong note with a surge of 
48,000 jobs in December 
driving its unemployment 
rate down sharply from its 
year earlier level.  
According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS) 
report on January 9th that 
construction’s jobless rate 
last month was 8.3% well 
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below the 11.3% of 
December 2013.  The BLS 
also reported that 
construction’s average 
unemployment rate for 2014 
was 8.9%, the lowest 
annual level since 2007.  
The 48,000 new jobs 
gained was the largest 
monthly increase since 
January 2014 when the 
industry added 51,000 jobs.  
Ken Simonson, chief 
economist with AGC, also 
pointed out that 

“construction added 
290,000 jobs for 2014 which 
represents the best annual 
figure since 2005”.  He 
added that “demand for 
workers to construct 
apartments, pipelines and 
industrial projects is likely to 
remain robust for 2015.  
That said, while much of the 
construction industry in the 
US has been on a fairly 
steady upturn, Arizona 
remains one state that is 
not following along with the 
trend.” 



For those of you that have 
not heard of “augmented 
reality” (AR), you will soon. In 
the next few years, the 
application of augmented 
reality will impact every 
phase of design and 
construction projects.  The 
promise of AR presents the 
possibility of walking into a 
building while holding a 
smart phone or tablet and 
being able to see all the 

Augmented Reality 

Anyone involved in the site 
and road building process 
understands it is not an easy 
job.  It takes patience, 
experience and great amount 
of knowledge.  Getting the 
job done right the first time all 
starts with most critical 
process, compaction.  Soil 
compaction is a process that 
increases the density of the 
soil.  Before we lay asphalt or 
concrete, the soil is the base 
layer.  Soil compaction 
increases load bearing 
capacity and stability, 
prevents soil settlement and 

pipes and conduits in the 
wall. Augmented reality is a 
technology application and 
methodology to supplement 
and expedite access to 
information in context with 
reality.  Just imagine in the 
future having access to vast 
images of the construction of 
your project at your 
fingertips. The tipping point 
will be when connectivity, 
deliverability and cost 

intersect to make this a 
common feature on all 
construction projects.  It’s not 
a question of if, but the 
question becomes when. 

Tips for Better Compaction

While modern bathroom 
hand dryers may be more 
sustainable than paper 
towels, they could also be 
harboring harmful bacteria. 
New research from 
University of Leeds shows 
that the space surrounding 
the jet dryers is more 
contaminated than the air 
near paper towel dispensers. 
Nearly 50% of germs can 

reduces water seepage.  It is 
critical to get this first step 
right.  It is also important to 
know what kind of soil you 
are dealing with, as different 
soil types are not all suitable 
for compaction.  The 
moisture content in the soil 
also must be considered 
before starting the 
compaction work.  There is a 
happy medium in terms of 
soil moisture, too much 
weakens stability, but too 
much will result in poor 
compaction.  The ideal 
moisture will allow the soil to 

mold in your hand when 
squeezed but allowed to 
break into pieces when 
dropped.  Poor compaction 
will result in settlement of the 
soil.  This creates ongoing 
maintenance issues, such as 
cracking or worst case, 
structural failure.  In the end, 
it is important to take the time 
to do it right as improper 
compaction is unforgiving and 
long term very expensive.    

 

Hand Dryers Spread Bacteria in Restrooms
stay airborne for over five 
minutes after the drying 
cycle.  The study published 
in the Journal of Hospital 
Infection, tested after 
applying to a researcher 
hands a harmless form of 
bacteria to mimic hands that 
had been improperly washed 
and measured air bacteria 
counts around jet dryers, 
warm air dryers and paper 

towel dispensers.  The 
amount of germs reported 
near jet dryers was 4.5 
times higher than warm air 
dryers and 27 times higher 
than around paper towel 
dispensers.  This appears 
to be a case where 
sustainability and public 
health need some 
reconciliation. 

“Augmented reality 
holds much potential 
that we have not really 
begun to see.” 
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“Experience the 
power of integrity.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

““Building green is 
growing.” 
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As part of President Obama’s 
plan to cut 3 billion metric 
tons of carbon emissions by 
2030, the Department of 
Energy has proposed new 
energy efficiency standards 
for commercial rooftop air 
conditioning systems.  The 
new standard would require 
a 30% reduction in energy 

use for units sold starting in 
2019.  The proposed change 
is estimated to reduce 
electric consumption by 1.3 
trillion kWh and save building 
owners over the course of 
the equipment lifetime.  Also 
included in the proposed 
change would be the 
measure on how units are 

New Air Conditioning Standards Heading 
Your Way 

rated.  The new rating 
would be known as (IEER) 
“integrated energy efficiency 
ratio.”  This new system 
proposed to replace the 
(SEER) rating would be use 
to better measure the 
energy consumption.  The 
big question is, how 
expensive will this new 
equipment be? 

Based on a survey of 20 U.S. cities, ENR (McGraw-Hill Company) produced the following 
material price information over the period of January-December 2014. These numbers are 
gathered using a single source for each product within a specific market.  These prices 
reflect what is paid by a contractor.  Although we have seen material price increases this 
year, a slower overall market recovery coupled with a slowdown in housing starts continues 
to price increases relatively small. 

 

 Asphalt Paving   ↑3.9% 
 Portland Cement   ↑5.0% 
 Concrete Block 8”x 8” x 16” ↑3.3% 
 PVC Pipe 6” Water  ↑5.3% 
 Gypsum Board (sheetrock ) ↑10.2% 
 Plywood 5/8”    ↑0.5% 
 Unfaced Insulation  ↑5.0% 
 Reinforcing Bars #4   ↓3.4% 

 

Engineering News-Record (ENR) Material   
Price Increases 

 

 

Sustainability- One Building at a Time
The trend toward 
sustainable construction 
and building "green" is 
growing, and you can grow 
with it. When choosing 
materials for a sustainable 
construction/green building 
project, steel is a natural 
choice, which is one of the 
reasons why Rio West 
Development & 
Construction, Inc. is an 
authorized VP Builder™.  
VP Buildings was a 
founding member of the 
Metal Building 
Manufacturers Association 
and they know steel. The 
company is an active 

participant in the US Green 
Building Council and the 
Cool Roof Rating Council, 
two of the leading 
organizations in the 
development of sustainable 
design standards. Rio West 
uses VP Buildings’ 
Systems collection of 
engineering services and 
quality products to provide 
energy efficient buildings to 
meet our clients and 
budgets.                                  
Over the next few 
newsletters, we will focus 
on various aspects of 
sustainability.  Here is one 
of the reasons why VP’s         

sustainable options provide an 
excellent solution:          
Recycled and Reusable 
Materials—VP’s steel frames, 
secondary and sheeting 
contain recycled steel. This is 
one of the components of 
LEED point eligibility. All of 
VP’s steel components are 
made of 100% 
reusable/recyclable alloy. VP 
metal buildings can be 
relocated and reused, 
providing expanded 
adaptability for different end 
uses and greatly extending 
their usable life. 
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Founded in August 1994 by brothers Brad & Walter Hoge, Rio West will be celebrating its 20 
year anniversary this year.  Over the course of the last 20 years, we have constructed or 
developed projects in all jurisdictions in Pima County that include; medical buildings, office 
buildings, retail centers, industrial buildings, schools, assisted living facilities and other specialty 
type buildings.  Our work experience includes: 

 Pre-Construction Services 

 Design Build 

 CM@ Risk 

 Building Inspection Services 

 Development 

 Solar Installations      

If you would like to reach Rio West please contact either: 

 Brad Hoge 

Vice President 

Bhoge@riowestinc.com 

 Walter Hoge 

President 

Whoge@riowestinc.com

“Experience the 
power of integrity”. 

We’re on the Web! 

www.riowestinc.com 

Rio West 
2440 South 34th Place 
Tucson, AZ 85713 

Phone:  520.318.4233 
Fax:       520.318.4230 

During this period 42 new 
commercial building permits 
were issued. By comparison 
the 13 months ending 
December 31, 2013, forty-

This chart reflects the 
commercial building permit 
activity within Pima County 
over the last 13 months 
ending December 31, 2014.  

three commercial permits 
were issued.  The balance 
of the chart reflects 
additions & tenant 
improvement activity.  

Just the Facts! 

 


